Girlhood in the Germany of the Kaiser
since we would not regard our ignorance as final.
We wanted to leave the door wide open for our
searching minds. We refused to erect barriers to
our free thinking, to abandon the quest for more
knowledge, to renounce the use of our brains at
any point. We gave up an easy happiness and
harmony with our neighbours in order to claim
the right to: search for truth for truth's sake, We
were rewarded by the joy that came at certain stages
when we realized that we had broadened, if only
to a small extent, our comprehension of things and
of life.
What were we so eagerly searching for? Un-
satisfied with middle-class ideology and morals, we
strove for a more genuine foundation for our ethics.
The deep and lasting impression that Henrik Ibsen
made upon our generation can hardly be over-
estimated. His crusade against the conventional lie
had the effect of a clearing thunderstorm. With
Hanna and her younger sister Toni I read one after
another of his works ; we missed none of his plays
which were produced. In our small circle we dis-
cussed his ideas in an academic way* " By our
own behaviour we must give life to this concept."
That was understood by everyone among us. To
older persons our attitude probably seemed childish,
exaggerated. At no price would I, for instance,
go to see any relative without feeling honest friend-
ship for him. " No concession to the conventional
lie " was our maxim. But of course you first had
to detect all these lies of convention within your own
realm.
Most  impressive  to  me  was  Ibsen's  Brandy  the